
Maegan Jerr, Mom of Conrad Jerr (ACE 2025) 
Conrad had a wonderful time at camp and he can't wait to return next year. 
Conrad Jerr 

This was my first year at ACE Academy and I loved it!  My favorite was riding on the Blackhawk. I 

loved the orientation flight. I love the t-shirt and the little rocket. Thank you for supporting Ace 

Academy and making it possible for kids like me to attend!   

 

Brian Gould, FAA ATC 2025 

I would just like to say we are extremely happy to help mold young minds into the wonderful 

world of aviation!  

Thank you for what you do! Your program seems wonderful. I have a 9- and 11-year-old and will 

be looking into your camp for next year ! 

 

 

Magnus Anderson 2025 

 My favorite part of camp was flying a plane!! I also loved the Sim. lab. I hope to go to camp 

again next year. 

 

Caroline Abbe 2021-25 

Dear Ms. Darlington, 

My name is Caroline Abbe, and I attended Winn Aero's ACE Academy this summer. The Smiths 

Group Foundation helped me attend the Aero Medical course. I got to spend the week learning 

about how the human body responds to high altitude, and I even got to go Scuba diving. Ace 

Academy is a highlight of my summer, and I am very grateful that you are promoting women in 

aviation. Thank you for your support! 

I would also like to thank you for all that you do to ensure that Ace Academy runs smoothly. I 

always learn so much each summer, and the fieldtrips you organize are always phenomenal. The 

Aero Medical course was a blast.  

 

 

Ryan Hooper (ACE 2022-2025) 

I thought it was important for me to reach out and say thank you for organizing ACE Academy. I 

love coming back every year to learn and experience something new. … I still want to and am 

working on becoming a commercial pilot and the skills I learn here will help me along the way.  

 

Kendall Jones 2017-19 

My name is Kendall Jones and I attended Ace Academy for 4 years when I was in middle and 

high school.  Most recently, I still find myself engaging in aerospace when I was a 

communications summer intern at NASA's Langley Research Center. ACE Academy was a place 

that helped me discover my love for science and aeronautics.  Before the camp, I had a slight 



interest due to hours spent binging Mythbusters, but I had never had real-life experiences with 

the field. Through ACE Academy, I was able to begin learning basic physics, robotics, and 

engineering.  Most importantly, I learned about the huge variety of aerospace careers, and how 

many different stories are associated with them.  Fridays at ACE Academy were always my 

favorite because we heard from so many professionals, and they always inspired me to keep an 

eye on an aerospace career even if I didn't want to be a pilot or engineer.  This is why I looked at 

a NASA communications internship application and said "Why not try? It's somewhere I could 

do well and belong".  ACE Academy instilled in me the idea that everyone belongs in aerospace 

in any capacity, and this grant* will allow many young girls to learn this too and start on their 

own paths to the skies and stars.  

*This testimony was written in support of a grant for girls in aerospace careers. 

 

Soleil Lamar 

I strongly believe my ACE Academies experience solidified my desire to have a career in aviation. 

I attend the United States Naval Academy and strive to be assigned 'Naval Aviation' as my 

service selection my first class year. The ACE experience assured my military path with the Coast 

Guard visit, Black Hawk helicopter ride, and the opportunity to design and build an airplane. I 

highly recommend that the ACE Academies receive this grant* to inspire young women to 

pursue a career in aviation. 

*This testimony was written in support of a grant for girls in aerospace careers. 

 

Brendan Drew 

I attended ACE academy twice back in 2011 and 2012. I first heard about it through my parents 
that had seen the advertisement for the program. As a kid I was very interested in Aviation, and 
at the time I was strongly considering perusing it as a job/career. ACE was also some of my first 
exposure to STEM focused around aerospace, and showed me how much science and 
mathematics was involved with the fundamentals of flight. Looking back, aside from having the 
opportunity to fly via the young eagles program, the opportunity to fly with the NH Air Guard 
on a refueling flight was my favorite activity, as it directly exposed me to military aviation. I 
returned the next year, as aviation was becoming a passion of mine and ACE appeared as a way 
to further that interest.  
That second year introduced me to the Civil Air Patrol cadet program, which ultimately opened 
the door to pursuing a career in the military. From there I enrolled at Norwich University, 
entered the Corps of Cadets, and graduated with a double major in 2019 (Bachelors degrees in 
Political Science, and Studies in War & Peace). While at Norwich I participated in Naval ROTC, 
and commissioned as an officer upon graduation. * 
For the young students out there considering attending ACE Academy: do it! Going to ACE 
opened the door to the entire world of aviation. It showed there were plenty of career 
opportunities other than just being a pilot. 
*Brendan is now flying a P8 Poseidon Sub Chaser for the US Navy. 
 
Jules Marquis 



Dear Children's Auction, 
Thank you so much for donating to ACE Academy! 
I had so much fun and learned so much from attending ACE Academy Drone Camp. Going to this 
camp for years has opened so many career paths for me in aviation, mechanics, programming 
and entrepreneurship. 
I especially enjoyed the field trips to Albany Saffran Composites and ArgenTech Solutions. I also 
liked the actual class. Learning about drones uses and laws & regulations while using drones of 
our own was incredible. Did you know that recreational drones can’t fly higher than 400 feet in 
unrestricted airspace?  
The orientation flights, in both the helicopter and airplane, were astounding! We even saw the 
town I live in! On the last day, people came by to talk about their careers in aviation. My favorite 
person there was Ray Chadwick. He was an engineer, and a pilot. He touched, tested and 
designed parts that went to the moon, and are still there today.  
My instructor Karen Mitchell and camp director Dan Caron helped to opened more doors to 
other career paths for me. This is a great program!  
Thank you so much! 
 
Lynette Frey  
Your ACE Academy Summer Program has greatly impacted my son Peter's life.  
I am pleased to share that Peter is attending Embry-Riddle meet and greet event this Sunday in 
NYC.  Aeronautical and/or Mechanical Engineering are of interest to him as he begins his college 
search.   
That little red headed boy is now 16 and 6'3".  He soloed this summer and is looking forward to 
getting his pilot's license next year.   
Thank you (and my sister Thelma) for helping him take flight! 
 
Finnleigh Reynolds 

This past week I attended the middle school GIRLS only Aviation Academy program at 

WinnAero/ACE Academies. I want to say thank you for supporting this camp*. I really enjoyed 

going up in the single engine airplane to do my orientation flight. I also liked making rockets and 

the flight simulator lab. This was my second year at ACE and I hope to continue going to ACE 

programs in the future. I would like to someday become a pilot! Thank you for your generous 

support of ACE! 

*Thank you note sent to the Air Force Association. 

Sophia Benedetto               

Thank you for giving me the scholarship money*. It really helped us out, thanks for making my 

dreams come true learning everything was so, so fun and I can't wait to see if I can make it next 

year.  

*Thank you note sent to the scholarship sponsor. 

 


