
   
 

2026 WinnAero/FAA ACE Academies 
Parent Orientation Information 

 
Below is information and a list of the forms necessary in order to participate in the 
WinnAero/FAA ACE Academy Program at Laconia Airport this summer. Please read this 
information carefully. We are still scheduling field trips and those permission slips will be placed 
on-line in the spring. 
 
ACE Program Goal: The goal of ACE Academy is to increase student awareness of the variety of 

careers related to aerospace that are available to them. Field tips, speakers and activities 
are scheduled to achieve this goal. 

 
Advanced High School Sessions: While some students have enrolled in the High School 

Engineering/Manufacturing session more than once, that session is intended for students 
attending ACE for the first time. We recommend that students enrolling in the advanced 
session have previous experience through ACE Academies (in middle or high school), Civil 
Air Patrol or other similar experiences. The advanced academies are Drone/UAS Academy, 
System Tool Kit/STK, AeroMedical/High Altitude Effects on the Human Body, and Private 
Pilot Pre-Ground School. 

 
AeroMedical high school session: This session includes a day of “Try SCUBA” with certified 

SCUBA instructors. Participants in this session will need to complete an additional set of 
forms required by the instructors. All equipment needed will be provided with the 
exception of a mask. Participants will need to supply their own mask for this activity. 

 
Badges for Scouts: If your child is in Scouting and wishes to work on aviation and /or space 

activity badges while at ACE Academies, we can help with that. Two of our instructors are 
registered with Scouting America, NH as Merit Badge Counselors (Aviation MB and Space 
Exploration MB). Additionally, we regularly run an aviation day for the Girls Scouts of the 
Green and White Mountains. Let us know how we can help. 

 
Cell Phone Policy: Participant are allowed to use cell phones for academic purposes AND when 

instructed to do so by their instructor. There are times when an instructor may approve the 
use of cell phones to take photos, use calculators, use a special aviation related app, etc. 
Please refrain from calling or texting your child. Students are NOT allowed to take pictures 
of other students or staff unless given specific permission by the student or staff member. 
Participants CAN use their cell phones during breaks and lunch. Please discuss proper use of 
a cell phone with your child. Inappropriate use includes playing games and texting during 
instructional times. Cell phones tend to have personal information on them. Please explain 
to your child the importance of NOT permitting others to use their cell phone.  

 



   
Dress code: Casual attire (shorts and T-shirt, or similar shirt) for the week is appropriate while 

at Laconia Airport. Sleeveless or strapless shirts/tube tops, etc., are NOT appropriate at any 
time. All staff and students must wear close toed and closed heeled footwear since they 
may be walking through industrial areas where there is a possibility of injury to the feet (no 
sandals, flip flops, clogs, crocs, mules, etc.  Students WILL wear eye protection when 
working with tools and equipment. Eye protection will be supplied by ACE Academy. Field 
trip destinations can have different dress code requirements than what we state here.  In 
those cases, we will notify parents of any changes through email.  

 NOTE: All students over the age of 16 who have a picture ID/driver’s license need to have it 
with them when touring government facilities such as the FAA and some companies with 
government contracts. 

 
Drone Academy: The two main purposes of Drone Academy are to help participants develop 

flight skills and make them aware of FAA regulations regarding the use of Unmanned Aerial 
Systems. Each participant will receive a small drone to take home at the end of the week. 
Access to a smart phone will make it possible for the student to monitor her/his flight 
through the drone’s camera. This is an appropriate use of a cell phone. 

 
Emergency contact points: In case of emergency, and you need to communicate with your 

child, call Dan Caron, ACE Academy Director, at 603-366-8901. Please refrain from phoning 
and texting your child during the program. 

 
Facilities: ACE Academies primary location is the Sky Riders hangar at Laconia Airport, 60 

Airport Rd. Gate “B”, Gilford. (NH Route 11 side of the airport, across the runway from the 
terminal) There will be an ACE Academy sign attached to the Laconia Airport sign on NH RT 
11, and on the road opposite Gate B. Students should report to 60 Airport Rd each day. Two 
other locations we may use are on the terminal side of Laconia Airport. First is the 
conference room in the Terminal and the other is the meeting space in the Sky Bright 
Hangar next door to the terminal. Participants will be notified in these instances. 

 
Field trip schedule: Some tours may require US citizenship. If a student is not a US citizen, then 

we must know this so we can arrange an alternative activity at that time. We will depart 
from the meeting site two or more times during the Academy. 

 At various times during the week, students may be at the Airport Terminal Building for their 
tour of the facility. Since we are still confirming field trips, these permission slips are not 
available at this time. We hope to have them available in June. 

 All students will, at some time during the week, depart 60 Airport Rd., for a short flight 
around the lake. This orientation flight will be with a certified flight instructor from Laconia 
Flight Academy/Sky Bright Aviation.  

 



   
Flight Log Books: We supply all participants with a Flight Log Book in which to record the 

student’s “O” Flight. Students who have flown before may already have a log book. Please 
bring it to ACE so you can log your latest flight in the same book. 

 
Food: Elementary Morning Session and Afternoon Session students are asked to bring a 

morning or afternoon snack. Snack machines are NOT available on site. Water will be 
available at all times.  

 
 Middle and High School students are asked to bring a morning and afternoon snack (if 

needed) and lunch with them each day, Monday through Thursday.  Snack machines are 
NOT available on site. Water will be available at all times. Our traditional pizza lunch for full-
day students will be provided on Friday at 12:00 PM. 

 
Graduation, Elementary: Graduation activities take place on Friday and begin at 11:00 AM (for 

morning sessions) and at 3:00 PM (for the afternoon session) with student presentations. 
Presentation of certificates and a light snack is included. Parents and siblings are invited to 
attend. Activities will take place at the 60 Airport Rd hangar. 

 
Graduation, Middle/High School sessions: Graduation activities take place on Friday at 3:00 PM. 

Academies participants will be demonstrating some of their activities prior to graduation. 
Parents and siblings are invited to attend. Activities will take place at the 60 Airport Rd 
hangar. 

 
Graduation, High School AeroMedical and Per-Ground School sessions: Graduation activities 

take place on Friday at 3:00 PM. Academies participants will be demonstrating some of 
their activities prior to graduation. Parents and siblings are invited to attend. Activities will 
take place at the 60 Airport Rd hangar. 

 
IEP & 504 Plans: Both Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) and 504 plans can offer formal 

help for K–12 students who are struggling in school. If your child has either an IEP or a 504 
that has been developed by their local school, please consider sharing that information with 
us so we can modify our program, within our available resources, to help your child 
experience everything ACE has to offer. 

 
Infectious Disease Safety: WinnAero/FAA ACE Academies follow state and CDC guidelines. 

Sessions are conducted in a large hangar space. We will keep the large hangar door open as 
much as possible for adequate ventilation. In enclosed spaces, when state and CDC 
guidelines dictate and 3’ distancing cannot be maintained (such as in the van on field trips) 
masking will be encouraged. Some field trip destinations may require vaccination and/or 
masking. Be aware that not being current with Covid 19 vaccinations may prevent 
participation in field trips. Students will be encouraged to wash hands and use sanitizer. 

https://www.understood.org/articles/what-is-a-504-plan


   
Hand sanitizer stations will be available throughout the facility and, if needed, masks will be 
provided by ACE Academies for those who don't have them. 

 
Introductory/Orientation “O” flight: Flight instructors from Laconia Flight Academy will take 

each student on an orientation flight around Gilford/Laconia in a small single engine 

aircraft. Be aware that flight instructors are NOT required to wear face masks. Students may 

have an opportunity to take control of the aircraft while on this flight. This will be a short 

flight to demonstrate: 

• Preflight Inspection 

• Taxi and pre-takeoff 

• Aircraft in flight 

• Landing 

 
“Learn Everywhere” NH Graduation credit: WinnAero High School ACE Academies participate in 

the NH Department of Education’s “Learn Everywhere” program. New Hampshire high 
school students participating in ACE will receive a certificate instructing their counselor to 
include a ½ elective credit to their high school transcript.  

 
Local Accommodations: WinnAero has arranged a special deal with The Fireside Inn and Suites 

for an “ACE Special Family Rate.” If you are driving a distance to Laconia and wish to spend 
one or more nights in the area, this may be just what you need. The Fireside Inn is very near 
to the airport with Patrick’s Pub across the street to the west and Sawyer’s Dairy Bar across 
the street to the south. If you contact The Fireside Inn, be sure to tell them you are 
requesting the ACE Academy Special Rate.  

 We also recommend Townplace Suites by Marriott in Gilford at the intersection of the 
Laconia By-Pass and Route NH 11A. We are negotiating a special rate and will let you know 
if they make an offer. Please let me know if you require additional information. 

 
Pick Up and Drop off: When picking up and dropping off students, please park your vehicle on 

Airport Road, outside the gate. There are some handicapped parking spaces inside the gate 
to your right. DO NOT park along the side of the hangar (the clamshell doors must be able 
to open). The hangar in which we are meeting during ACE has four active “T” hangars on the 
sides. The tenants of these hangars may want to move their aircraft out at any time during 
the week. The taxiways surrounding the hangar must remain open for aircraft use. 

 
Rules: Students must conduct themselves properly at all times. As an ACE Academy participant, 

you are not only representing yourselves and your families but also WinnAero. You are a 
guest at Laconia Airport and the Sky Riders hangar. All government facilities we will visit are 
under high security alert at all times. Therefore, on field trips, the following rules must be 
followed: 
1. You will remove your hat indoors. 



   
2. Dress appropriately: closed toe/closed heel shoes, shorts, T shirts are fine (NO muscle 

shirts, strapless or tube tops) Some companies have additional dress codes and long 
pants may be required on field trips. 

3. When on the tours, you will turn off and remove all electronic playback devices, leave 
them in the van. 

4. You will make and/or receive cell calls only during breaks. 
5. You will make and/or receive texts only during breaks. 
6. You will listen and obey all instructions from the instructors and tour guides.   

 
Scholarships: Scholarships are available for those in need.  

 After applying, Dan Caron will contact you if you have been selected to receive a 
scholarship. 

 
Scholarships/Discounts for Underrepresented People groups: Some of our donors hope to 

encourage underrepresented people to consider careers in the Aerospace Industry. If your 
child identifies as Asian, Black, Educationally Disadvantaged, Female, Hispanic, LGBTQ or 
other underrepresented group, a discount may be available pending grant funding. 

 
Sign out procedure: When picking up your child, please stop in to sign your child out. That way 

we can be sure ALL children have left and with the designated driver. 
 

Staff: Dan Caron: WinnAero ACE Academy Director 15 yrs; Technology & Aerospace Engineering 
teacher, 45 years in education (retired); WinnAero Education Director; Laconia Flight 
Academy Ground School Instructor. Civil Air Patrol AEM Teacher of the Year 2013; AFA 
Teacher of the Year 2004; Engineering byDesign-STEM Professional Development/ 
Curriculum Associate/Author; ITEEA Distinguished Technology Educator 2001; AIAA 
Educator Achievement Award 1999; Students flew GAS 238 on STS 95/Discovery in 1998; 
ITEEA, Teacher Excellence Award, 1988; Professional memberships: Civil Air Patrol, AIAA 

 
 Christine Landry: WinnAero ACE Academy Instructor 13 yrs; Technology and Pre-

Engineering Educator, 27 years in education; (retired); Field hockey coach; Secretary for the 
NH Technology Education Association; Member of the NH Aviation Historical Society; 
Adventure Based Education Facilitator-school groups and adult groups; NHTEA Teacher of 
the Year, 2014; Professional memberships: AEM in Civil Air Patrol; AIAA; ITEEA 

 
 Bob Rotier: WinnAero ACE Academy Instructor 13 yrs; Chemical engineer with 24 years in 

the chemical and oil industry for Shell Oil Company; Science teacher, 13 years teaching 
physics and engineering; (retired). Serves on board of the NH Science and Engineering Expo 
Association; AEM in Civil Air Patrol; 2012 NH Air Force Association Teacher of the Year 

 
 Julie Sicks-Panus: WinnAero ACE Academy Instructor 12 yrs; Comprehensive 

Technology/Pre-Engineering teacher at Plymouth Elementary School, 31 years in education 



   
at the elementary and middle school; Technology Student Association Advisor; CAP NH 
Wing Director of Aerospace Education & Hawk Squadron AEO; 2023 CAP Aerospace 
Educator of the Year; ITEEA Mary Margaret Scobey Award (Service to Elementary STEM) 
2022; ITEEA Wilkinson Meritorious Service Award 2021; CAP Aerospace Education Officer of 
the Year 2018; NH AFA Teacher of the Year 2016; ITEEA Teacher Excellence award 2002; 
NHTEA Teacher of the Year 2001 

  
 Paul Gelinas: WinnAero ACE Academy Instructor 12 yrs; Technology and Pre-Engineering 

Educator, 32 years in education; Currently at Woodbury Middle School in Salem NH; 2014 
NH Air Force Association Teacher of the Year; AEM in Civil Air Patrol 

  

 Karen Mitchell: WinnAero ACE Academy Instructor 10 yrs; High school science and 
technology educator, 12 years in education; First Officer Republic Airways; President of the 
WinnAero Board of Directors; Commercial Pilot and Certified Flight Instructor; NH Air Force 
Association Teacher of the Year 2019; Senior member in Civil Air Patrol 

  
 Andrea Damato: WinnAero ACE Academy Instructor 7 yrs; Technology Integrator and 

computer unified arts educator; 27 years in education; Currently at Gilford Middle School 
teaching grades 5-8; GMS FIRST LEGO League Robotics coach.  NH Air & Space Force 
Association Teacher of the Year 2023; AEM in Civil Air Patrol; Teamed with BAE Systems to 
organize the LEGO at the Lakes Qualifying Event for FIRST LEGO League.   

 
Jenna Reynolds: WinnAero ACE Academy Instructor 4 year; Science teacher at Amherst 

Middle School; 12 years in education; Prior to teaching, 5 years in AeroMechanical 

Engineering 

 
 Jess Cardinal: WinnAero ACE Academy Instructor 3 years; Title I/Intervention teacher; 

Kindergarten and First Grade teacher; Laconia School District; 24 years in education 
 
 James O’Donnell: WinnAero ACE Academy Instructor 3 years; Computer programmer with 

several industry certifications prior to teaching. Degree in Architecture and has taught 
SolidWorks and Autocad; Avid interest in space exploration; holds Ansys AGI Grand Master 
Certification for STK; FAA UAS License; member of the Laconia Airport Authority; 10 years in 
education 

 
 Zach Glennon: WinnAero ACE Instructor 2 years, Technology Education teacher at 

Moultonborough Academy & Moultonborough Middle level; 4 years in education; Program 
Excellence from the International Technology Engineering Educators Association 2023; 
Teacher of Excellence from the International Technology Engineering Educators Association 
2025; 2024 Northeast Region & NH CAP Aerospace Educator of the Year; Senior Member in 
Civil Air Patrol. Student pilot. 

 



   
 Amber McLane: WinnAero ACE Instructor 2 years, Physical Education and Health at Gilford 

Middle School; 20 years in education; New Hampshire Association of Physical Education 
Recreation and Dance Executive Board; New Hampshire Middle School Physical Education 
Teacher of The Year 2018; SHAPE America Eastern District Middle School Physical Education 
Teacher of The Year 2020; Denise Maslakowski Education Award, which is a New Hampshire 
Excellence Award 2022 

 

Pilots:  Erin Freeman, WinnAero/ACE Lead Pilot; Laconia Flight Academy, certified flight  
  instructor, CFI, CFII, MEI 
 Gena Adams, Laconia Flight Academy, certified flight instructor, Civil Air Patrol, Captain with  
  NetJets 
 Nathan Arcand, Laconia Flight Academy, certified flight instructor, CFII 
 Lee Avery, Owner/operator of Sky Bright Aviation, certified flight instructor, Civil Air Patrol 
 Mark Donovan, Laconia Flight Academy, certified flight instructor  
 Reilly Glover, Laconia Flight Academy, certified flight instructor, CFI 
 George Howarth, Laconia Flight Academy, certified flight instructor CFII 
 Karen Mitchell, Certified flight instructor, First Officer Republic Airways, CFI 
 John Seeler, certified flight instructor, CFII 
 
Private Pilot Pre-Ground School Session: This was a new session for 2025 and is designed to 

assists students with the knowledge base required to earn a Private Pilot License. It is for 
students who intend to pursue pilot training. 

 
Times for Afternoon Elementary School program: Daily Starting and Ending: 
 12:30 PM start 
 4:00 PM end 
 8:30 AM early start on Wednesday, field trip day, with 2:00 PM pick up 
  
Times for Morning Elementary School programs: Daily Starting and Ending: 
 8:30 AM start 
 12:00 PM end 
 2:00 PM return on Wednesday, field trip day 
 

Times for Middle, High School programs: Daily Starting and Ending: 

 8:30 AM start 
 4:00 PM end 
 
Transportation responsibility to and from the ACE site: This is the responsibility of the parent or 

guardian. We will begin promptly at 8:30 AM each day. If you are running late, please call 
603-366-8901 to let us know. 



   
 The staff meets at the end of each day to evaluate that day’s activities. We do not have 

anyone available to watch children past 4 PM each day. Please arrange pickup for your child 
at 4 PM. 

  
 Morning Elementary Sessions: Please arrange to have your child picked up promptly at 12 

noon each day. Wednesday’s pick-up time will be extended until 2 PM due to the field trip. 
  
 Afternoon Elementary Sessions: Please arrange to have your child picked up promptly at 4 

PM each day. Wednesday’s arrival time is moved ahead to 8:30 due to the field trip. 
  
 Middle & High School Sessions: Please arrange to have your child picked up promptly at 4 

PM each day.  
 
 Be sure to indicate on the General Waiver Form, who has the authority to pick up the 

student at the end of the day.  
 
Tuition: Tuition for ACE Academy 2026 Elementary programs are $350. The tuition for ACE 

Academy 2026 Middle and High School programs is $700. The tuition for ACE Academy 2026 
High School Drone Academy, AeroMedical and Pre-Ground School programs is $800. The 
$50 registration deposit is included in the tuition fee. Payment may be made online or 
checks should be made payable to WinnAero and mailed to:  

  WinnAero 
  c/o Laconia Airport 
  65 Aviation Way 
  Gilford, NH 03249 
 Please email Dan Caron dan.caron@winnaero.org  if this is a hardship (financial assistance is 

available.) 
 
Forms: It’s important that the forms listed here be returned as soon as possible. A copy is given 

to the student’s instructor prior to ACE so they can get to know your child. Please list health 
concerns, learning disabilities, special needs, allergies, etc. We also want to be sure we have 
all forms, properly signed so students will not miss any of the activities. The following forms 
should be mailed to: 

  WinnAero 
  c/o Laconia Airport 
  65 Aviation Way 
  Gilford, NH 03249 
 Please email Dan Caron dan.caron@winnaero.org  if this will be problem. 
 

• General Waiver: This is a waiver for all ACE Academy activities. It includes a photo 
release form and an indication of who has permission to pick up a student at the end of 
the day. 

mailto:dan.caron@winnaero.org
mailto:dan.caron@winnaero.org


   

• Medical Consent Forms: This form includes all medical information in case of an 
emergency and gives us permission to administer first aid if necessary. 

 
These field trip forms will be available on the WinnAero website in June. We are still trying to 
confirm all the field trips. 

• Field Trip consent forms: These forms specifically provide your child with your 
permission to leave the ACE Academy site to attend the planned field trip. You only 
need to return those forms specific to your child’s group, for instance, forms are 
labelled: Air Traffic Control, Engineering/Manufacturing, Emergency Services, Space 
Academy, Elementary ACE, etc. (When in doubt, sign them all and we’ll sort them.) 

• Orientation Flight consent form: This form specifically provides your child with your 
permission to participate in an orientation flight by a certified instructor pilot. 

• Under 18 Flight Waiver: Is the form required by the NH National Guard for your child to 
participate in the short UH-60 Blackhawk Helicopter flight. This opportunity is for all ACE 
participants and has not yet been confirmed. 

• Under 18 Flight Waiver: Is the form required by the NH Air National Guard for your child 
to participate in the air refueling introductory flight with the 157th Air Refueling Wing of 
the NH ANG. This opportunity is for high school Engineering/Manufacturing and has not 
yet been confirmed. 

• SCUBA diving forms: Will be sent to students participating in the AeroMedical session. 
 
As always, if you have any questions, please contact Dan Caron at dan.caron@winnaero.org  
During ACE if you need to contact us by phone, the number to call is 603-366-8901. 
 

mailto:dan.caron@winnaero.org

